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Rt Hon Elizabeth Truss MP 

Secretary of State 

Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs 

Nobel House 

17 Smith Square 

London SW1P 3JR  

11 June 2015 

 

Dear Secretary of State, 

 

Re.  Law Commission recommendation for new Conservation Covenants legislation 

 

Congratulations on your re-election and re-appointment as Secretary of State. 

 

Wildlife and Countryside Link (Link) brings together 45 voluntary organisations concerned with the 

conservation and protection of wildlife and the countryside. Our members practise and advocate 

environmentally sensitive land management, and encourage respect for and enjoyment of natural 

landscapes and features, the historic and marine environment and biodiversity. Taken together our 

members have the support of over 8 million people in the UK and manage over 750,000 hectares of 

land. 

 

In June 2014 the Law Commission produced for Defra its final Conservation Covenants report, 

including a draft Bill. There has yet to be a Government response to the report or an indication of 

the intention of Defra with regard to the proposed legislative changes. 

 

We believe that Conservation Covenants would fill a recognised and important gap in the legislative 

framework. Their introduction, which would require primary legislation, would enable land owners to 

work with charities to safely and economically secure lasting natural legacies that would contribute 

to halting the loss of wildlife habitats and reversing current declines in species. 

 

The nature conservation sector is keen for this new tool to be made available to land owners and 

hope that it is your intention to bring a Bill to the Houses of Parliament in due course. 

 

Please can you give us an indication of how the Law Commission report has been received, if there 

will be a response to the report in the near future, and if you are intending to bring forward 

Conservation Covenant legislation in this Parliament? 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 
Matt Shardlow 

Chair, Legal Strategy Group, Wildlife and Countryside Link 

 

This letter is supported by the Link members listed overleaf:  
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 Buglife – the Invertebrate Conservation Trust 

 Campaign to Protect Rural England 

 John Muir Trust 

 National Trust 

 Open Spaces Society 

 Plantlife 

 Salmon and Trout Association 

 The Wildlife Trusts 

 Woodland Trust 
 

 

 


